We personalise the learning and ensure every student is encouraged to
voice their personal opinion during each lesson which is evidenced
different ways in their books.
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What a Mess! - Ages 8-9 - Piece 5

For a science project the children were put into groups and asked to make models of all
the planets in the Solar System. How many of the planets can you name?

The children were allowed to choose what materials they used and had a whole day to
make the model in school. The children in ‘Orange Group’ found working as team difficult
sometimes.

« Some of the children were quiet and didn’t speak up about their ideas.

+ Others always wanted their ideas to be chosen.

« Sometimes the children felt that one or two of the others were too bossy.

« Some children in the group were frustrated because others didn’t listen.

« Some children found it difficult to stick with a plan because it wasn't their idea.
« Some children sulked or got in a temper when they didn’t get their own way.

Today was no different! It took two hours before the children decided on the materials
to use for their planet models and in the end their teacher had to come and sort out the
problem.

Because they were late starting and disagreeing so much, the group didn’t come up with
a plan about who was doing which job in the team. At lunchtime they realised that they
were all making the same planet. They had another disagreement about whose model
was the best and should be used. One of the children deliberately spilled paint on a model
so it was ruined and couldn’t be used. Nobody was talking to each other and everyone
was in a bad mood.

They still had all the other planets to make in the afternoon and were really struggling
with the task.
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Can you help them sort out this mess?
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Pick and mix activity
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