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Our Regional APA Trust English curriculum is underpinned by our WAVE values: 

Be positive: We have the highest expectations of what our pupils are capable of, no matter what their starting points, and no matter how many fresh starts. Through our 
Curriculum offer, we will strive to develop unique talents; build confidence; character, aspiration; attainment and at KS4, also qualifications. We aim to prepare pupils for 
their next steps, and life in modern Britain. We believe every child can learn to read.  

Have empathy: We seek first to understand, then to be understood. Through our curriculum, we will develop empathetic learners who have an awareness, understanding and 
are considerate of themselves; their peers; our communities; as well as of the world around us all. Through the power of stories in each AP’s English Curriculum, pupils are 
encouraged to consider issues from new perspectives and there is a body of educational research linking the study of story to the development of empathy. “In reading, you 
get to feel things, visit places and worlds you would never otherwise know. You learn that everyone else out there is a me, as well.” N. Gaiman. 

Show respect: Our curriculum will support of students to respect themselves, each other and teach an understanding and awareness of diversity. In English, teachers carefully 
select texts to ensure pupils see themselves and diverse worlds through ‘windows’ and ‘mirrors’. 

 

Work as one team: Our curriculum gives our students opportunities to work collectively together, through opportunities to talk, listen, and create. We will draw on every 
opportunity for learning, both planned and unplanned, to develop pupils’ ability to reflect, engage and relate positively to one another. In English, through our small classes, 
and planned opportunities to discuss and debate issues, as well as present viewpoints and listen and respond, we  

 
Be inclusive: We will strive to ensure our curriculum is accessible and meets the needs of all our learners. Not one size fits all, but skilfully adapted to meet individual need 
and SEND/SEMH need. Through careful assessment and small group teaching, teachers adapt the curriculum without lowering expectations. 
 
 

As well as the above, our 'Golden threads' underpinning the development of spoken language, reading and 
writing throughout all phases are below: 
 



We aim to support pupils to: 
• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• increasingly at Secondary, appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage through a book based approach throughout all phases 

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

• use discussion in order to learn; pupils will be supported to able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

• to be increasingly  competent in the arts of speaking and listening, knowing how to argue and explain and put across a point of view,  

• Reengage pupils with English, particularly where older pupils may be struggling with reading and accessing the curriculum in joining us at AP 

 
 
 
English Intent Statement 
Our English Curriculum from Key Stage 1 through to Key Stage 4 aims to reengage pupils, move them forward from their starting points, so as 
to be able to more effectively reintegrate and access the curriculum, whether returning to mainstream, specialist placement, or as lifelong 
readers and communicators in post 16 destinations. Central to our core, our curriculum is underpinned by the three pillars of reading, writing 
and spoken language, and developing the latter being particularly important within our SEMH context, and our small group settings. In AP, we 
know that many of our pupils may have experienced difficulty with reading and literacy, and our mission is to forensically seek and 
understand the gaps in learning, in order to bridge them effectively. As such, our curriculum structure places various emphasis on different 
curriculum goals as pupils gain expertise*.  We aim to inspire an appreciation of story at the heart of our English curriculum, with daily story 
time and opportunity for reading. Through books, we not only celebrate our rich and varied literary heritage, but enable pupils to learn about 
diverse experiences and other cultures.  We nurture a culture where children take pride in their writing, can write clearly, imaginatively and 
accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of contexts. We inspire and support pupils to be confident talkers, speakers and 
listeners; to be able to ask questions and to use discussion to communicate and further their learning in all areas of the curriculum. We aim 
to close the language gap where it exists, and build pupil’s vocabulary and confidence with using and choosing words, so that pupils have the 
tools they need to communicate in the world. Ultimately that they can read, write and speak….to understand, and to be understood. As 
capable readers, writers and speakers…to connect and to belong.  
*Ofsted Subject Report 2022  

 

  
 



 
 
 
 

Secondary English Curriculum 
Continuing from our core intent as set out at the beginning of this document, in Secondary, English will expose students to the full beauty of the English 
language, exploring a wide range of themes, genres and cultures to create a culturally rich, immersive learning experience. Our aim is to nurture effective 
communicators, readers, writers and thinkers. We strive to challenge our learners to think deeply, to develop rich subject knowledge and to master a firm 
foundation of literacy skills to enable them to become well-rounded citizens who will contribute effectively to the community and the wider world around 
them. 
 
Key Stage 3 
Implementation 

Teachers plan schemes of work which are based upon the non-negotiables below but also personalised to address the needs of the pupils that 
they are teaching. Teachers should build on the knowledge and skills that pupils have been taught at key stage 2. As per direct the National 
Curriculum. Decisions about progression should be based on the security of pupils’ linguistic knowledge, skills and understanding and their 
readiness to progress to the next stage. Pupils whose linguistic development is more advanced should be challenged through being offered 
opportunities for increased breadth and depth in reading and writing. Those who are less fluent should consolidate their knowledge, 
understanding and skills, including through additional practice. Pupils need to hear language in texts they cannot yet read and in line with 
the intent above, no matter what starting point. That is why we have a class novel as part of the non-negotiable so there is story every day.  
For older pupils still in the early stages of learning to read, focus should be on supporting oral composition when writing responses to text, so 
that the explicit reading objectives of the national curriculum can be the focus including developing vocabulary, inference, prediction etc. In 
terms of developing writing, and in building automaticity and fluency, teachers will again carefully plan to support both transcription and 
composition so that progress and challenge are both effectively supported.  For this reason, it is very important that English leads on the 
ground create planning around this Trust overview curriculum plan for Key Stage 3, and attend to both reading, writing and spoken language, 
being well informed of Key Stage 3 progression model and objectives, as well as Key Stage 3. There is a list of suggested texts and linked 
texts below, though planning around this sits with teachers.  
 
Our core non-negotiables are that pupils will cover over 2 years for those who remain with us for that period of time: 
 
Reading:  Poetry; Literature from other cultures; whole class novels; speeches; extracts form a wide range of genres/fiction and non-fiction 
texts; Contemporary and 19th Century writing; the story of Shakespeare and extracts from plays; non-fiction in the form of blog, a diary, 
review, letter, speech, article, leaflet, advertisements, web pages. Per half term, there should be one book studied. Books will be carefully 
selected in line with intent above. Teachers will actively teach reading in terms of the reading National Curriculum Objectives, (reading 



critically etc, developing language) and cognisant of the KS2 National Objectives for reading for pupils working well below Age Related 
Expectations. 
 
Writing: For a range of audiences and purposes including • stories, scripts, poetry and other imaginative writing • notes and polished scripts 
for talks and presentations • a range of other narrative and non-narrative texts, including arguments, and personal and formal letters. In 
planning, per half term, with approximately 21 guided learning hours for those taught 4 x a week, we aim for there to be at least 2 extended 
written tasks in teachers planning, with sequences towards these final outcomes, that encompass developing reading objectives.  
 
Spoken Language: Spoken language should be taught and planned for so that pupils make progress with language as a central pillar of all 
English. Pupils should have opportunities to speak to inform, express a view, argue, persuade, ask questions, discuss, listen and respond, 
interact positively and confidently with peers and adults; social cues. Planning regarding this should be very explicit in KS3 teachers planning 
at Key Stage 3. We expect pupils to have opportunity to be taught and assessed formatively for spoken language in line with the NC objectives 
each half term  
 
There is a Trust English Curriculum available that Teachers can follow available from the Subject Advisory Lead.  
 
 

Key Stage 4 
 
Models of delivery for AQA GCSE Language and GCSE Literature are set out below. 
English Leads in the 11 Trust schools will make decisions around which set texts, and the timings of unit delivery. Some Academies also run 
Functional Skills. 
Beyond the syllabus, we actively teach reading, with reading for pleasure throughout the week.  Fresh Start phonics is used for those pupils 
assessed as in need.  
 
Pupils receiving the full core offer in centre in our Regional APAs receive English lessons daily where possible on the timetable, and at least 4 
times where not. The small class provision is an intervention in itself, and we are able to teach pupils at the point of writing. Fresh Start 
Phonics/Fluency programme from Read Write INc is used for pupils in need of this support.  
 
Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with creative as well as real and relevant contexts. Students will have 
opportunities to develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and themes. 
This specification will ensure that students can read fluently and write effectively. Students will be able to demonstrate a confident control of Standard 
English and write grammatically correct sentences, deploying figurative language and analysing texts. 
For GCSE English Language students should: 

• read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, including literature and literary non-
fiction as well as other writing such as reviews and journalism 

• read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts 
• summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts 



• use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing 
• write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 
• use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately 
• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, 

writing and spoken language 
• listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English effectively. 

GCSE English Language is designed on the basis that students should read and be assessed on high-quality, challenging texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st 
centuries. Each text studied must represent a substantial piece of writing, making significant demands on students in terms of content, structure and the 
quality of language. The texts, across a range of genres and types, should support students in developing their own writing by providing effective models. 
The texts must include literature and extended literary non-fiction, and other writing such as essays, reviews and journalism (both printed and online).  
 
 
 

Assessment in English 
For general guidance see the Assessment Policy 
Baselining; 
Primary: All pupils will be screened for phonics on entry, unless information from the referring school suggests otherwise in that they are assessed as off 
SSP, though staff will triangulate. Pupils in need will be placed on the appropriate part of the SSP.  
Pupils Word reading is assessed through the Read Write In SSP and recorded half termly on the ‘New in Blue’ trackers. For pupils assessed as off the SSP 
programme, their progress will be monitored termly through the termly diagnostic NGRT.  
Teachers should keep internal records of progress and assessment against NC objectives.  
Pupils’ entry for SATs is a decision to be reached with Principals 
The Baseline in English at Secondary is determined by the first independent pieces of writing pupils complete, as well as broader reading comprehension. 
The teacher will set this at a time they deem appropriate and within first few weeks where possible. For advice, contact the English SAL.  
Primary and Secondary: 
SENCos will lead on Dyslexia screening (including spelling screening) and SCLN screening where this is deemed necessary and advise from there on 
strategies to support further, and with involvement of the SALT.  
Trust wide Level descriptors are being developed for use in Central Data Drops of summative attainment.  
Secondary Pupils will be screened on entry using NGRT in behaviour and Medical AP, and thereafter termly, unless reading at 125 SS plus. Glendinning use 
Star reader, not NGRT, due to the design of their curriculum/prior investment. Pupils post SSP will also be screened and progress assessed termly through 
NGRT.  
Phonics and reading fluency can be screened through the Fresh Start SSP screening process where needed, and progress tracked within the scheme 
 
 

English Curriculum at RDA 
 
Key Stage 3 
Our pillars of our Curriculum… 



Coherence in sequencing 
We use the Oxford Smart English Curriculum which has been carefully sequenced to build on the skills and knowledge from KS2, to support 
progress across KS3 and KS4, and to lay the foundations for further study and employment. The skills and knowledge needed are clearly 
identified and revisited across the curriculum, building on what students have learnt and ensuring that students understand what they are 
learning and why they are learning it. Choices provided within the curriculum allow teachers to tailor it to the needs of their students, while 
remaining confident that they are still covering the essential skills and knowledge needed for success. It is this agency that enables us to 
tailor it to the needs of our pupils in RDA, and their different starting points in English.  
 
Hold equally high expectations, aspirations and ambitions for all learners.  
Our curriculum ensures and enables our teachers to Identify strengths and opportunities for challenge and also address learning ‘gaps’ 
resulting from transition or disrupted learning. This is key for us at RDA, where pupils have many different starting points.  Throughout Oxford 
Smart English there is a focus on English as a distinct discipline, building on what students have learned at KS2 and exploring what is different 
about English at KS3 and KS4. The curriculum supports our teachers to assess what pupils may have missed in terms of key building blocks at 
Primary.  Challenging texts, concepts and ideas are introduced to students in an accessible way through a thematic approach in the 
supporting student materials. Paper-based and digital assessments provide purposeful formative assessment, identifying both strengths and 
areas for development for all students. 
 
Responsive Teaching and Learning 
To deliver responsive teaching and learning, curriculum, assessment, lessons and resources need to be planned coherently – this supports 
meaningful feedback and next steps. Across our new curriculum Oxford Smart English, skills and knowledge are revisited in fresh and different 
ways, and in different contexts, to help with intervention and enable teachers to support students where needed. This is extremely important 
in our mixed age Key Stage 3 groups, which are very small in number. Regular low-stakes assessments test students’ knowledge and help to 
identify any misconceptions and gaps in understanding. Next steps are clearly identified to support or extend students’ learning. Areas of 
improvement for learners are identified through use of the curriculum, which directly feeds into iterative improvement of the curriculum and 
its resources. 
 
Metacognitive Learning 
The curriculum is threaded to support engaged, self-regulated and metacognitive learning. Equipping learners to succeed with a long-lasting 
understanding of learning techniques and strategies, and the ability to utilise them facilitating the development of independence and 
resilience.  Metacognitive strategies are embedded throughout Oxford Smart English to promote student independence and develop self-
regulated learners, and students are encouraged to become self-aware during the reading, writing, speaking and listening processes.  
 
Learner Identity 
Through our English Curriculum at RDA, we aim to engender learners’ confidence, self-awareness and pride in their own identity; promote 
understanding of inclusion and difference; foster the ability to recognise and manage emotions with a focus on wellbeing. Oxford Smart 
English aims to develop students’ identities as readers, writers and communicators, encouraging them to draw on their own contexts, 
knowledge and ideas. Students will encounter a diverse and representative selection of texts, writers, themes and issues that reflect, 



challenge and broaden their understanding.  A choice of source texts provides teachers with the opportunity to tailor their lessons to meet 
the needs of their students. Please see our Reading Spine for further details of our books and texts studied, as well as wider reading for 
pleasure texts.  
 
Inspiring Awe and Wonder 
Many of our pupils have become disengaged with English and reading. Our curriculum aims to Inspires and reengage learners, unlocking joy, 
fascination and wonder in themselves and the world around them. • Oxford Smart English is based around ‘Big Questions’ that help to engage 
students with concepts that are central to the study of English language and literature, while encouraging and stimulating debate and ideas. 
• The source texts around which the curriculum is structured have been chosen in order to unlock new worlds and offer insights into 
alternative experiences. Along with the themes and topics covered, they will help students to build their hinterland knowledge and discovery 
of self.  The use of the Oxford Quest Curriculum helps keep our teacher up to date with newer texts and resources• Suggestions for class 
readers and further reading are provided to help expand students’ knowledge and boost their wider understanding of texts and the world 
around them. Where pupils may not be ‘reading at home’, it is through our Class readers and commitment to story time/read aloud as being 
just as important at Secondary as Primary (See our Wave Reading Charter) that we mitigate for this. We enable pupils to listen to stories, 
without always the transactional need to practise ‘analysis’ or as a model for writing, or cognitive load of ‘following along’ in line with the 
guidance of The Reading Framework, to engender a love of story.   
 
Assessment 
 
The Core Skills Strands 
 
The core knowledge covered in the Oxford Smart Curriculum Service for English has been mapped into 12 Core Skill Strands. There are three 
overarching objectives – Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening – and for each objective there are four Core Skill Strands: 
 

 
 

These skills are the fundamental building blocks underpinning any English curriculum. The three objectives – Reading, Writing, and Speaking 
and Listening – are all highly complex processes and it is therefore inevitable that the skills are interconnected and that there is some overlap 
between them. For example, structure and organisation in writing is very much part of crafting of language, just as the use of linguistic 
methods is an intrinsic part of the communication of ideas. However, the skills have been grouped as intuitively as possible. The smaller steps 



towards the broader composite are broken down in the planning. Here is an example. Formative assessment tracking links to this, so that we 
adapt to meet need and move pupils forward from their starting points.  
 

 
 

Each of these Core Skills is in turn broken down into four subskills so we are able to consistently identify, interpret and assessing the 
achievement of students and this informs our planning.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Curriculum in Overview 
We run a rolling Year A and Year B Key Stage 3 Curriculum model. This model is chosen because we teach Key Stage 3 in a mixed year class due 
to the small numbers, and because within this small group, we are able to meet the needs of our learners so that they move forward from 
their starting points. Formative assessment is key to understanding individual pupils next steps, and teaching is adapted so that pupils are 
supported to make progress. Books are selected carefully, including those used for story time, with age appropriate themes.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
RDA Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
 
 

 

Year 10 English Language and Literature Curriculum 
Autumn Term:  Spring Term: Summer Term:  



Students will be studying  A Christmas Carol  as part of their 
English Literature qualification and Explorations in Creative 

Reading and Writing as part of their English Language 
qualification. 

 
Interleaving Approaches and Opportunities: The study of the 

nineteenth century novel requires confident interpretation and 
understanding of writer’s methods which is a heavily 

weighted objective for English Language. The nature of 
English Language Paper 1 requires students to be confident 
in the analysis of writer’s methods within extracts of fiction 

and therefore this approach can be used when approaching A 
Christmas Carol. It is clearly identified to students how and 

where the skills used to study the novel can be directly 
transferred to meet certain objectives of English Language 

Paper 1. 

 Students will be studying the play Macbeth as part of their 
English Literature qualification and developing their creative 
writing in the form of description and narrative writing as part 

of their English Language qualification. 
 

Interleaving Approaches and Opportunities: The study of 
Macbeth requires a detailed understanding of 

characterisation and plot development. Students will be able 
transfer the knowledge and skills acquired here to their own 

narrative and descriptive and consider the profile of their own 
character. Students will also develop their analysis of writer’s 
methods which will reinforce their analysis of fictional prose. 

Students will be studying an anthology of poetry as well as 
unseen poetry as part of their English Literature qualification 

and exploring non-fiction texts with a focus on the writer’s 
perspective as part of their English Language qualification. 

 
Interleaving Approaches and Opportunities The anthology of 

poetry is influenced by an over-arching idea of power and 
conflict. The poems explore themes such as innocence, guilt, 

identity, trauma, love, grief and loss and contexts such as 
modern warfare, religion, Victorian England and 

Romanticism. The ideas above can also be explored through 
non-fiction texts reinforcing the students appreciation of 

differing writer’s perspective. 

Principles and Concepts: Principles and Concepts Principles and Concepts 

English Literature: 
 

Students will explore the 
methods used by the writer 

to present ideas about theme 
and character. They will 
explore how contextual 

factors have influenced the 
writer’s decisions and also 
appreciate how the novella 

functions as an allegory. 
They will develop their own 
interpretations of the novel 
and be able construct and 
express their ideas clearly. 

English Language: 
 

Students will explore a wide 
range of fictional texts from 

1900 onwards. This will 
allow for students to 

appreciate texts from a 
range of genres. Students 
will develop such reading 

skills as retrieval, inference, 
analysis and evaluation and 

be able to consider and 
appreciate the writer’s 

craft. Though this study, 
students will become 

confident in approaching 
extracts of fiction. 

English Literature: 
 

Students will explore 
dramatic methods and 

language used by 
Shakespeare in presenting 
character, theme and plot. 
Students will consider how 

contextual factors influence 
Shakespeare’s decisions. The 

play will also provide 
students with the 

opportunity to explore the 
human condition considering 

ideas such as power, 
ambition, guilt and 

relationships. Through this 
programme of study 

students will develop the 
skill of responding to texts 

using a thesis-based 
approach. 

 

English Language: 
 

Students will develop their 
own writing skills with 

particular focus on narrative 
and descriptive writing. 
Students will experiment 
with different styles of 

writing suited to a range of 
genres as well as develop a 

knowledge of varying 
narrative structures. This 

section of the paper allows 
students to develop their 

creativity by focusing on the 
development of their own 

plots and characters as well 
as learning how to craft 
their writing to achieve 

certain effects on the reader 
and conform to the 

conventions of different 
genres. 

 

English Literature: 
 

Students will develop the 
knowledge of range of poetic 
forms and styles. They will 

develop the skill of analysing 
poetic devices and the 

understanding and 
appreciation of poetic voice. 
Comparisons will be drawn 

across the anthology of 
poetry and an understanding 

of how contextual factors 
influence the poets’ decisions 

and intentions.  

English Language 
 

Students will explore 
different aspects of society 
and the world in which we 

live. Throughout the 
programme of study, 

students will read a variety 
of texts which focus on the 
following themes and ideas: 

travel, health, politics, 
education, community, 
employment and many 
more. This component 

allows students to develop 
their cultural capital while 

engaging with different 
styles of non-fiction texts. 

They will continue to 
develop their reading skills 
such as retrieval, inference, 

synthesis, analysis, 
evaluation and comparison. 

Assessment Objectives: 
AO1:  identify and interpret 

explicit and implicit 
information and ideas,  select 

and synthesise evidence 
from different texts 

AO2: Explain, comment on 
and analyse how writers use 

language and structure to 

Assessment Objectives 
 AO1: Read, understand and 
respond to texts. Students 

should be able to: • maintain 
a critical style and develop 

an informed personal 
response • use textual 
references, including 

Assessment Objectives 
AO1: Read, understand and 
respond to texts. Students 

should be able to: • maintain 
a critical style and develop 

an informed personal 
response • use textual 
references, including 

Assessment Objectives  
AO5: Communicate 
clearly, effectively and 
imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone, style 
and register for different 
forms, purposes and 
audiences. Organise 
information and ideas, 

Assessment Objectives 
AO1: Read, understand and 
respond to texts. Students 

should be able to: • maintain 
a critical style and develop 

an informed personal 
response • use textual 
references, including 

Assessment Objectives 
AO1:  identify and interpret 

explicit and implicit 
information and ideas,  select 

and synthesise evidence 
from different texts  

 AO2: Explain, comment on 
and analyse how writers use 

language and structure to 



achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to 

support their views 
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas 
and perspectives, as well as 

how these are conveyed, 
across two or more texts 

AO4: Evaluate texts critically 
and support this with 
appropriate textual 

references 
 

quotations, to support and 
illustrate interpretations. 

 AO2: Analyse the language, 
form and structure used by a 

writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where 

appropriate. 
•AO3: Show understanding 
of the relationships between 

texts and the contexts in 
which they were written. 

 AO4: Use a range of 
vocabulary and sentence 

structures for clarity, purpose 
and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. 

 

quotations, to support and 
illustrate interpretations. 

 AO2: Analyse the language, 
form and structure used by a 

writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where 

appropriate. 
•AO3: Show understanding 
of the relationships between 

texts and the contexts in 
which they were written. 

 AO4: Use a range of 
vocabulary and sentence 

structures for clarity, purpose 
and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation 

using structural and 
grammatical features to 
support coherence and 
cohesion of texts 

AO6: Candidates must use a 
range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for 

clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and 

punctuation. 
 

quotations, to support and 
illustrate interpretations.  

AO2: Analyse the language, 
form and structure used by a 

writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where 

appropriate.  
AO3: Show understanding of 

the relationships between 
texts and the contexts in 
which they were written.  

AO4: Use a range of 
vocabulary and sentence 

structures for clarity, purpose 
and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation.  

 

achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to 

support their views  
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas 
and perspectives, as well as 

how these are conveyed, 
across two or more texts  

AO4: Evaluate texts critically 
and support this with 
appropriate textual 

references  
 

Outcomes and 
Assessment 

 
Formative Assessment: 

Students will gradually 
master the different style of 
questions from the reading 
section of this component 
and they will receive both 

written and verbal feedback 
on their responses 

throughout the term. 
 
 

Summative Assessment: 
Students will complete the 
reading section of English 

Language Paper 1: 
Questions 1 – 4. 

Outcomes and 
Assessment 

 
Formative Assessment: 
Students will discuss and 

plan responses to different 
extract throughout the 

novella which will gradually 
lead to a response a 

response to an exam style 
question. exam style 

approach. Regular retrieval 
quizzes will be used to 
reinforce and review 

knowledge. 
 

Summative Assessment: 
Student will be given a 

question which they will use 
to respond to an extract from 

the novella and the whole 
text. 

Outcomes and Assessment 
 

Formative Assessment: 
Students will begin by 

completing responses to 
characters as the play 

develops. Gradually, they will 
analyse extracts and 

consider how themes and 
characters are presented 

with the extract and across 
the whole play. This will lead 

towards an exam style 
response. 

 
Summative Assessment 
Students will complete and 
exam style approach which 

uses a clear thesis statement 
about the extract provided 
and the play as a whole. 

Outcomes and Assessment 
 

Formative Assessment 
Students will gradually 

develop an original character 
facing a conflict and develop 
descriptive writing skills. This 

will lead towards students 
completing a narrative 
containing their own 

character. 
 

Summative Assessment 
Students will complete a 
descriptive or narrative 
response in the style of 

writing task from language 
paper 1. 

Outcomes and Assessment 
 

Formative Assessment 
Students will begin by 

exploring individual poems 
and completing regular 

knowledge-check quizzes. 
This will lead to students 
completing a comparative 
response which explores a 
common theme across two 
poems within the cluster. 

 
Summative Assessment 

Student will compete a 
comparison response in the 

style of an examination 
question. 

Outcomes and Assessment 
 

Formative Assessment 
Students will gradually 

master the different styles of 
questions from the reading 
section of this component 
and they will receive both 

written and verbal feedback 
on these throughout the 

term. 
 

Summative Assessment 
Students 

Students will complete the 
reading section of English 

Language Paper 2: 
Questions 1 - 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 11 English Language and Literature 

Autumn Term 
 
Students will be studying the modern play, DNA, by Dennis 
Kelly as part of their English Literature qualification and 
developing their knowledge and application of the concept of 
rhetoric for a number of different purposes and formats as 
part of their English Language qualification. 
 
Interleaving Approaches and Opportunities: The play DNA 
provides an appropriate backdrop to explore particular issues 
and ideas within modern society which are also explored 
through English Language component two: Writer’s 
Viewpoints and Perspectives. Students will be required to 
comment on certain issues in format such as articles and 
letters while using rhetorical devices to influence their reader 
and audience. 
 
 

Spring Term to Summer term 
 
Students will study an anthology of unseen poetry to strengthen their independent analysis and revisit approaches introduced 
during the poetry programme of study taught in the previous summer term as part of their English Literature qualification. 
 
Metacognitive strategies and self-regulation. By the latter half of the spring term, students will begin to practice examination 
strategy and develop resilience by revisiting learning and assessment with more of an examination focus. 
 
Much of the planning from this point forward will be responsive to learners’ needs and knowledge gaps which may have 
occurred over time. 
Summer Term 
 
 

Principles and Concepts 
 

Principles and Concepts 
 

Principles and Concepts 
 

English Literature 

 
Students will study the play 
DNA, by Dennis Kelly, which 

takes a focus on teenage 
culture and the way in 

which young people respond 
to situations they find 

themselves in, covering a 
range of themes such as: 
responsibility, morality, 

bullying, leadership, 
violence and crime. 

Students will develop the 
skills and knowledge 

required to appreciate the 
stagecraft of a modern play. 

 

English Language 
 

Students will study the art of 
rhetoric and develop their skill 
in writing for several different 
purposes, including, writing to 
persuade, argue, inform and 
explain. They will also write in a 
variety of different formats in 
producing a range of texts 
which include: the text for a 
leaflet, the text for a website, 
letters, newspaper and 
magazine articles. 

 

English Literature 
 

Students will complete 
independent analysis of 

unseen poetry covering a 
number of themes such as 

love, guilt, loss, nature, 
opportunity growing up and 
identity. They analyse poetic 

technique and form on a 
more independent basis and 

also draw comparisons 
between two unseen poems. 

English Language 
 

Students will now be 
completing the full range of 

questions from within English 
Language Paper 1 and 2 

which will provide students 
with the time to implement 
examination strategies and 

approaches for self-
regulation. 

 
 

English Literature 
 

All literature texts will be 
revised in the lead up to the 
examinations at the end of 
May with regular practice of 

examination responses. 
Diagnosis of student work 

will inform short term 
planning and revision topics. 

English Language 

Assessment Objectives  
AO1: Read, understand and 
respond to texts. Students 

should be able to: • maintain 
a critical style and develop 

an informed personal 
response • use textual 
references, including 

quotations, to support and 
illustrate interpretations.  

Assessment Objectives  
• AO5: Communicate clearly, 
effectively and imaginatively, 
selecting and adapting tone, 
style and register for different 

forms, purposes and 
audiences. Organise 

information and ideas, using 
structural and grammatical 

features to support 

Assessment Objectives  
• AO1: Read, understand and 

respond to texts. Students 
should be able to: • maintain 
a critical style and develop 

an informed personal 
response • use textual 
references, including 

quotations, to support and 
illustrate interpretations.  

Assessment Objectives  
• AO1:  identify and interpret 

explicit and implicit 
information and ideas,  select 

and synthesise evidence 
from different texts  

 AO2: Explain, comment on 
and analyse how writers use 

language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence 

• AO1: Read, understand and 
respond to texts. Students 

should be able to: • maintain 
a critical style and develop 

an informed personal 
response • use textual 
references, including 

quotations, to support and 
illustrate interpretations.  

 



• AO2: Analyse the language, 
form and structure used by a 

writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where 

appropriate.  
• AO3: Show understanding 
of the relationships between 

texts and the contexts in 
which they were written.  
• AO4: Use a range of 

vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose 

and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation.  

 

coherence and cohesion of 
texts  

• AO6: Candidates must use 
a range of vocabulary and 

sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and 

punctuation. 
 

• AO2: Analyse the language, 
form and structure used by a 

writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where 

appropriate.  
 

readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to 

support their views  
• AO3: Compare writers’ 

ideas and perspectives, as 
well as how these are 

conveyed, across two or 
more texts  

• AO4: Evaluate texts 
critically and support this with 

appropriate textual 
references  

• AO5: Communicate clearly, 
effectively and imaginatively, 
selecting and adapting tone, 
style and register for different 

forms, purposes and 
audiences. Organise 

information and ideas, using 
structural and grammatical 

features to support 
coherence and cohesion of 

texts  
• AO6: Candidates must use 
a range of vocabulary and 

sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and 

punctuation. 
 

• AO2: Analyse the language, 
form and structure used by a 

writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where 

appropriate.  
• AO3: Show understanding 
of the relationships between 

texts and the contexts in 
which they were written.  
• AO4: Use a range of 

vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose 

and effect, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation.  

 

Outcomes and Assessment 
 

Formative Assessment 
Students will now be familiar 
with responding to different 
literature texts which means 

that they will respond to 
different characters and 

themes in written form as the 
play is read. 

 
Summative Assessment 
Students will complete a 

response to the play in the 
style of an exam question. 

Outcomes and Assessment 
 

Formative Assessment 
Throughout the term, 

students will produce a range 
of texts for different purposes 

and audiences. 
 

Summative Assessment 
Students will complete a 

written task in the style of the 
writing task from English 

Language Paper 2. 

Outcomes and Assessment 
 

Formative Assessment 
Students will respond to a 
range of unseen poems 

which include a comparative 
response. 

 
Summative Assessment 
Students will complete a 

response to an unseen poem 
in the style of  exam 
questions including a 

comparison response to the 
two poems featured in the 

assessment. 

Outcome and Assessment 
 

Formative and Summative 
Assessment 

Regular responses to the full 
range of questions appearing 

on the English Language 
examination paper 1 and 

paper 2. Drafting of creative 
and narrative responses and 

completion of a range of 
texts for Language Paper 2. 

Outcome and Assessment 
 

Formative and Summative 
Assessment 

Regular responses to the full 
range of questions appearing 

on the English Literature 
papers 1 and 2. 

 
English Literature Paper 1: 

13 May 2024 
 

English Literature Paper 2: 
20 May 2024 

 
English Language Paper 1: 

22nd May 2024 

Outcome and Assessment 
 

Formative and Summative 
Assessment 

 
English Language Paper 2: 

6th June 2024 

 
 
 



  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 


